
Welcome to Today’s Class!

Today’s Topic: Juneteenth

Juneteenth is a  U.S. federal holiday that commemorates the end of slavery in 
the United States and celebrates African American history, culture, and 
achievements. What does this new holiday symbolize for Americans?

Agenda:
1. Review the video and vocabulary
2. Breakout room discussions
3. Large group wrap-up
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Watch & Learn

Key Vocabulary:

1. portmanteau
2. “turning point”
3. emancipation
4. secede
5. ultimatum
6. breakaway
7. rebel
8. defy
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_YkOLguXps

Juneteenth Explained

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_YkOLguXps


Let’s Talk: Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Juneteenth became a federal holiday only recently?

2. Why do some historical events remain controversial many years later?
Does your home country have a holiday that is controversial?

3. Does learning about painful historical events help unite a country, 
or does it make people more divided?

4. Do societies have a responsibility to address past injustices?

5. Should governments apologize for historical injustices? 
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