
Hello everyone!

The topic for today’s class is:  “Holidays Observed in the U.S.” 

Today we will explore the different kinds of holidays in the U.S. and answer the question: 
What is the difference between a federal, state and social holiday?

AGENDA:
1) Review the types of holidays
2) View video: History Channel – “Juneteenth What you Need to Know” 
3) Review video vocabulary
4) Small group discussions (breakout rooms)
5) Wrap-up with large group
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Questions or comments?
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History Channel “Juneteenth What you Need to Know”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MR3WqYI6wco

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MR3WqYI6wco
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Holidays Observed in the U.S.

Why is there a difference?

• Federal Holidays   -holidays declared by the U.S. Congress.

• State Holidays   - a holiday in recognition of a specific person or event relevant to that state.

• Social or Cultural Holidays    - “unofficial” holidays derived from social customs and traditions.
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Holidays Observed in the U.S.

• Each of the 50 states has jurisdiction over its own 
holidays.

• The U.S. Congress only has constitutional authority to 
create holidays for federal institutions. For example: 
postal workers, NASA employees, congress workers, 
national park workers, etc.

• However, most states also observe most federal 
holidays.

Fun Fact
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• Also commonly called "legal holidays" "public 
holidays” or “bank holidays.”

• Most government offices are closed and 
government employees get the day off from work – 
with pay!

• Other institutions such as banks, stock exchanges, 
libraries and schools are closed.

• Private businesses are not required to be closed on 
these holidays, but many chose to, especially for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years Day.

Federal Holidays
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Federal Holidays

In the U.S., there are currently 11 officially observed federal holidays each year.

1. New Year's Day: January 1
2. Martin Luther King Day: 3rd Monday in January
3. President's Day: 3rd Monday in February
4. Memorial Day: last Monday in May
5. Juneteenth: June 19
6. Independence Day: July 4
7. Labor Day: first Monday in September
8. Columbus Day: second Monday in October
9. Veterans Day: November 11
10. Thanksgiving Day: 4th Thursday in November
11. Christmas Day: December 25

11 Official Holidays per year
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California State Specific Holidays 2024

 Aside from celebrating all federal holidays, California 
observes:

• Lunar New Year  – February 10, 2024
• Rosa Parks Day – February 4
• César Chávez Day – March 31 * CA Paid Holiday
• Genocide Remembrance Day – April 24
• Native American Day – September 22
• California also considers the day after Thanksgiving a 

paid holiday.

State Holidays
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Social Holidays (Cultural, Traditional)

• Not created by the U.S. federal  government.

• Not federally or legally observed.

• Part of our culture and traditions.

• Many social holidays can be traced back to our immigrant past.

• They provide enjoyment, fun amusement, etc.  
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Social Holidays

• April Fool's Day: April 1
• Easter: Spring Sunday, date varies
• Father's Day: June, third Sunday
• Halloween: October 31
• Mother's Day: May; second Sunday
• Fathers Day: June; third Sunday
• Cinco de Mayo; May 5
• St. Patrick's Day: March 17
• Valentine's Day: February 14
    And more. . .

No one gets a day off from work!
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Questions for Discussion:

1. What is the historical importance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and why is it significant to 
American society?

2. Why is Columbus Day considered controversial to some Americans?

3. How has the holiday of Christmas evolved over time in the U.S.?

4. What is the historical background of Thanksgiving? Compare and contrast this holiday with a 
similar holiday in another country.

5. What is the difference between Memorial Day and Veterans Day?

6. What holidays are unique to the United States?  Name some traditions associated with these 
holidays.


