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Hello everyone!

It’s good to be back.  A big thank you to Maho and Tina for leading last week’s class!
For today’s class, October 8, we will review what you learned about the Autumn Festival. I will
also share a few of the questions I have received lately from some of you. If we have time,
we will learn some of the American traditions of the “unofficial” social holiday of Halloween.

We will participate in three activities:

1. Recap what you learned about the Autumn Festival
2. Your Questions 
3. Review Halloween Traditions  
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Your Questions and Comments

• Can you recommend a movie for learning American English and culture?

• What is the difference between maybe, perhaps and probably?

• What do these expressions mean?

“What can I tell you?”

“It’s not rocket science.”

“Take for granted” and “don’t take for granted”

“If the shoe fits, wear it”
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What can I tell you? – means “what more can I say?” or “I’m speechless” or “I can’t explain” or “What do you want me to say?”
Examples:   So, I dented your car. I’m sorry. What can I say?

I failed my drivers test again, I guess I should have studied. The other person responds: Well, what can I tell you? 

It’s not rocket science -- used to emphasize that something is not complicated or difficult to do or understand.
Example:  Oh, I’m sure I’ll I can manage to fix the flat tire.  It’s not exactly rocket science, is it?

Take for granted -- Consider something as true or real, anticipate correctly.
Example:  I took it for granted that they'd offer to pay for their share but I was wrong.

Don’t take for granted –to not value somebody/something just because they are/it is always there.
Examples:  Don’t take your wife for granted. She my feel resentful and unappreciated.
Don’t take for granted that we will always have clean water, air. . .

If the shoe fits, wear it --when you are telling someone that an unpleasant remark which has been made about them 
is probably true or fair. 
Example:  Your brother said I was a cheapskate, — You respond:  Well, if the shoe fits…..wear it!

What do these expressions mean?
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Here is an excellent article about learning English by watching movies from: 

An English Language and Culture Blog

Tips to learn English though Movies and Films
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/english/learn-english-movies-films-modern-american-classics/

9 Modern American Movies for Learning English

https://www.fluentu.com/blog/english/learn-english-movies-films-modern-american-classics/
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Halloween

• What are the origins of Halloween?

• What are some symbols of Halloween?

• What are some Halloween traditions?
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Halloween Origins

• Originated in ancient Brittan and Ireland (The Celts)

• End of October:  The spirit world was believed to be 
visiting the living world at this time.

• People lit bonfires and wore masks and costumes 
to fool and scare away evil spirits.
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Halloween Symbols

ghost

skeleton

Black cat

Jack-O’-Lantern

witch
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Halloween  Traditions:  Trick or Treating
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Halloween Traditions: Costume Party
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Halloween Traditions:  Home Decorating



eslann.com 11

Halloween Traditions:  
Pranks!

TP - ing
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Vocabulary:

• Recap – a summary of what has been said; an abbreviation of recapitulation.

• Halloween – is a popular holiday in America for children and adults. It is celebrated on October 31st every year.
Common traditions are wearing costumes, trick or treating, and pranks. 

• Social Holiday – an unofficial holiday celebrated by cultural tradition.

• Ghost - a dead person which is believed to appear in the living world.

• Witch - a woman thought to have magic powers, especially evil ones, popularly depicted as wearing a black cloak 
and pointed hat and flying on a broomstick.

• Jack-O-Lantern  – a lantern made from a hollowed-out pumpkin in which holes are cut to represent facial features, 
typically made at Halloween. Used to scare away evil spirits. 

• Skeleton – the framework of the bones in a person. 

• Bonfire - a large open-air fire used as part of a celebration.

• Prank - a practical joke or mischievous act.
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