
Hello everyone! 
 
The topic for this week’s class, Friday July 2, is: Summer Vacation. 

 

 
 
People take vacations at any time of the year.  But in American culture, a “summer vacation” has 
a special meaning that is a little different from just a regular vacation taken at other times of the 
year.  
 
Summer vacation is a time to relax and have fun. Most schools are closed and some people get a 
few weeks off from their jobs. It's a great time to go to new places and try new activities. 
Summer is the most popular season for traveling, going on a cruise, spending time at the beach, 
golfing, playing baseball, rafting, hiking, gardening, grilling food outside and much more. 
 
We will participate in three activities: 
 
1. Listen to a vacation song for pronunciation and vocabulary. (See video link at end of this 
document.) 
 
2. Small Breakout Group Practice:  
 

Let’s talk about your last summer vacation (OR your next summer vacation) 
 

• Where did you go? (or -Where will you go?) 
• Who did you go with? (or -Who will you go with?) 
• When did you go? (or -When will you go?) 
• How did you get there? (or -How will you get there?) 
• For how long? 
• What did you do? (or -What will you do?) 
• Describe the place. 
• What did you like and dislike? (or -What do you think you will like and dislike.) 

 
3. Big Group Wrap-up.  Questions and Comments. 
 
Vocabulary words for this topic are highlighted in the color green and definitions are listed at 
the end of this document. 
 
If you have any questions or comments on this content, please feel free to contact me at: 
annhillen.esl@gmail.com  -- I would love to hear from you! 
 



  
Here is a sample conversation of how to talk about your 
summer vacation. 
 
  (From YouTube Oxford English Online: Talking About Your Vacation in English - Spoken English Lesson) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9pFeMKZR1I 
 
 
 
“I went to Thailand with a group of friends for ten days. We did 
some sightseeing in Bangkok: The Grand Palace, Wat Pho and so 
on. Then we hit the beaches in Krabi for some sun, swimming and 
cocktails! Bangkok is a very cosmopolitan place but it could be a 
little overwhelming because there was so much going on! Krabi 
has some stunning beaches, and I loved it there because I’d never 
been anywhere like it before. On the other hand, I wasn’t so keen 
on Bangkok. It’s a cool place but it’s a bit big and nosy for my 
tastes.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Here is an activity you can use to prepare to talk about your vacation: 
(From: iSLCollective.com) 
 

 
 
 



Vocabulary words and phrases for “summer vacation” 
 
 
Sightseeing - the activity of visiting the famous or interesting places of 
an area. (For example: “We did a lot of sightseeing on our vacation.”) 
 
Hit the beaches – we went to the beaches. 
 
Cocktails – alcoholic drinks (margarita, martini, G&T, etc.). 
 
Cosmopolitan place – A cosmopolitan city is a large city with a diverse 
culture. This term is typically applied to a metropolis with a large 
number of different ethnic neighborhoods. Cities such as New York, 
London, Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam, Toronto, Sydney, Los Angeles and 
Singapore are commonly viewed as cosmopolitan cities. 
 
Overwhelming -too much activity, crowds, noise etc. - overpowering 
 
Stunning beaches - extremely beautiful beaches. 
 
Wasn’t keen on - did not like very much. 
  
Cool place - a casual, interesting, excellent place. 
 
For my tastes - according to what I like. 
  



 
Here are some additional summer vocabulary words: 
 
Beach - a edge of a body of water covered by sand, gravel, or larger rock fragments. 
 
Camping- a place usually in the country for recreation or instruction often during the summer. A 
place usually away from urban areas where tents or simple buildings (such as cabins) are erected 
for shelter or for temporary residence. 
 
Bikini - a two-piece bathing suit worn by women that does not cover the stomach. 
 
Sunglasses - glasses with dark lenses to protect the eyes from the sun. 
 
Deck chair -a folding chair often having an adjustable leg rest, used outdoor in summer. 
 
Beach ball- a large inflated ball for use at the beach. 
 
Swim trunks - special shorts that men and boys wear for swimming. 
 
Swimsuit (bathing suit) -a special garment for swimming or sunbathing. 
 
Beach hat -large brimmed hat, usually straw, good for sun protection. 
 
Flip flops -casual open-toed sandal. Usually made of rubber. 
 
Lifeguard - a trained swimmer employed (at a beach or a pool) to safeguard other swimmers. 
 
Sunbathing – sit or lie in sunlight. 
 
Sunburn – damaged skin due to overexposure to the sun. Usually blistered and painful. 
 
Surfing - the sport of riding the waves in the ocean or “surf” especially on a surfboard. 
 
Surf board - a long narrow buoyant board (as of lightweight wood or fiberglass-covered foam) 
used in the sport of surfing. 
 
Sun umbrella – a very large umbrella used outdoors to protect from the sun. 
 
  



Improve Pronunciation with Songs 
 

 
Here is a fun song about going on vacation - with the lyrics printed in 
English. The singer, a young man named Freddy Kalas, is Norwegian, 
not a native English speaker.  Notice how while singing, he correctly 
pronounces these English words: 
 
Vacation - vā-ˈkā-shən 
 
Destination - de-stə-ˈnā-shən 
 
Invitation - ˌin-və-ˈtā-shən 
 
Celebration - se-lə-ˈbrā-shən 
 
These are difficult words with the “shen” sound at the ending. Also, he 
absolutely gets the stress syllable right: 
 
VaCAtion 
 
DestiNAtion 
 
InviTAItion 
 
CeleBRAtion 
 
Sing along with the video and try to imitate his sounds! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEU08ULNo5s 
 
By Freddy Kalas - Vacation (Official Lyric Video) 



 
 

Bonus tip! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Do we say holiday or vacation? 
 
Holiday: 
 
While the word “holiday” is used in many cultures to mean taking a few 
days or weeks off from work or school to relax, travel, spend time with 
family and friends etc., it has a different meaning in American English. 
 
In American English “holiday” means a national, legal day off, such as 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Independence Day etc.  It is a single day off. 
One specific day associated with a U.S. government holiday.   
 
Vacation: 
 
When you are taking a break from your work or school, for no specific 
reason, we say “we are going on vacation” or “we are taking a vacation.”   
For example, going on a trip to Hawaii or just taking a few days off from 
work to relax at home would both be considered vacations. The 
difference is, they’re not celebrating anything in particular, unlike the 
holiday examples above. 


